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TONI BROWN

Blue Morning
(Relix Records)

Alter years ol writing about those who
make music, Relix Magazine publisher,
‘Toni Brown, has finally tricd her hand atit,

Brown captures the sweet, pure country
rock sound of carly seventies California on
her debut release Blue Morning. On this
collection of ten songs, Toni surrounds
hersell with some great musicians, in-
cluding Jorma Kaukonen and Michacl
Falzarano of 1ot Tuna, David Nelson of
New Riders of the Purple Sage and Jerry
Acoustic- Band fame, and a great New
York duo called the Nudes.

Produced by Falzarano, the project’s
cover art, a skefeton sitling next o a
palm tree looking over a very blue ocean
- al sunrise, was created by Gary Konnan.

Brown's warm and [riendly vocals arc
both car-appealing and kind. Her tracks
are festive and pure. The psychedelic
blend of country rock that permeates this
album, bring to mind the music of the
I'lying Burrito Bros., the Byrds, Gram
Parson’s Fallen Angel Band and of
. -" | course, the New Riders. Blue Morning

| also scems inspired in many ways by the
Grateful Dead classics American Beau-
| 3 ty and Workingman's Dead.
o
\

Brown has recorded six original-com-
positions, reworked a Burrito's classic,
and covered three Dead favoriles.

Her originals are genuine stand outs.
T'he song-writing is honest, romantic and
versatile. The title cut is a straight up
country rocker, while the delightful
“Double Shot of Tequila” has a trippy
new age thing goin’ on. | love the bon-
gos! “Stars” is a jazzy litde groove that

_[eatures some great improv by the band,
and "/ Remember " fcatures Toni along
with the Nudes — Stephanic Winters and

1 Walter Parks — on some great three part
. vocal harmonics.

! . I was especially fired up by Brown's
- rendition of “Ihe Wheel.” The steel gini-
5 tar intro by Barry Sless was totally sweet

and Toni's vocals wrapped around me
and ok me to u warm, sale place. The
up tempo version of “Aorning Dew™
was very fal, highlighted by a rippin’
Jorma solo. “Box of Ruin™ brought back
special memories of the last GID show.
All and all, Blue Morning is great fun
with animated performances by Toni and
the band, clean production and cool art-
work. The liner notes point out that this
CD is dedicated to the memory of Jerry
Garcia and inspired by the Gratelul Dead
and Robert [lunter. Right on!
(Rating: 8)
* -Erlc Lambert




