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There may not be a single music magazine that has
impacted its genre more than Relix has impacted jam
bands. Relix: The Book recounts how and why,
encapsulating the magazine's first 30 years and
bringing full-circle the world it helped to create.

Relix started in 1974 as a way to connect Grateful
Dead fans, becoming a unique music and culture
magazine. Today, it remains the only publication of its
kind. As The Book unfolds, so does the story of one
the most colorful bands and subsequent cultures in
music history - the Grateful Dead and the
Deadheads.

The current jam band evolution was born in the
pages of Relix. As Phish, Blues Traveler, Gov’t Mule,
Widespread Panic, Dave Matthews Band. String
Cheese Incident, .moe and many others took their
places alongside veteran artists like the Grateful
Dead, Allman Brothers and Hot Tuna, the music
scene grew to encompass not only the classic rock-
era baby boomers, but also their children and grandchildren.

In Relix: The Book - The Grateful Dead Experience, the genre's long strange trip is told through
editorials, interviews, articles, art, comics and photos, with long-time Relix owner and publisher Toni
Brown weaving the story together with her narrative and recollections.

For more information, or to order Relix: The Book, click here.
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Frighteningly smart...
Deliciously creepy. -
Washington Post
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THE PERFECT GIFT FOR
UNDER $15

While it will only be of interest to Deadheads and like-minded folk, Relix,
the Book is an impressive testament to the devotion and community
created by fans of the Grateful Dead. Their relationship with the band,
the music, and each other helped create a different business model
many new bands now use.

Because of the Grateful Dead's acceptance and encouragement of not-
for-profit bootleggers, Les Kippel founded the First Free Underground
Grateful Dead Tape Exchange where fans traded concerts. After he was
featured in a Rolling Stone article entitled " Mr. Tapes of Brooklyn,"
Kippel was overwhelmed by the demand, so in 1974 he started a
newsletter entitled Dead Relix featuring news about the band and info
about trading bootlegs. Since then, Relix has expanded operations. The
newsletter is now a magazine with an online presence and there is also
a music label.

Compiler Toni Brown went to her first Dead show in 1969, in the late
'70s she met Kippel, whom she later married, and worked for the
magazine and related businesses. She provides notes of additional
information throughout the book.

The newsletter started out with articles and crude drawings. They
gained access to the band and other musicians and began running
interviews. A 1975 letter from Dick Latvala is featured, who Deadheads
will know as the man behind Dick's Picks.

Relix covered other bands from the San Francisco scene such as
Jefferson Airplane and Dan Hicks and readers didn't seem to mind. In
1978, editor Jerry Moore left and Jeff Tamarkin came in. Tamarkin
widened the music covered to artists like Bruce Springsteen, Stevie Ray
Vaughn and the Cars. In 1982, Tamarkin moved on and Brown took
over.

After back-to-back covers featuring Ozzy Osbourne and Joan Jett,
readers revolted and the magazine returned to their roots. I really would
have loved to have seen those letters included here and think it was a
mistake omitting them.
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This book is a clear
example of the power of
friendship.  

"I LOVED it. It is a beautiful
book and I can't wait to
share it with my
friends! A MUST READ!" -
Lori Gondelman from Lori's
Reading Corner 

Buy it now at Amazon,
B&N.com, Borders or
IndieBound.
Read more...
A Novel of Ancient Technologies

In 1989, The Grateful Dead went mainstream with their only hit single
"Touch of Grey." That same year, Mick Skidmore gave the first review
of an unreleased copy of Junta by Phish, one of the first bands to
succeed following the Dead's business model. There's also a very good
article about the burgeoning online experience with Deadheads on
bulletin boards.

The magazine also covered the low lights the Deadhead experienced
,evident in the article about the thousands who rioted at a show at the
Deer Creek Music Center in Noblesville, Indiana, and of course, the
devastating loss of Jerry Garcia in 1995. The remaining band members
soldiered on with the Furthur Festival and solo projects and the fans
followed, although without the same intensity.

Relix, the Book serves as a very good document for those who want to
relive their Dead fandom and for those who missed out and want to see
"what a long, strange trip" it was.
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Relix: The Book – The Grateful Dead Experience

30 Years of Mind-Melting Art, Interviews, Anecdotes and
More!

Relix Magazine started in 1974 as a way to connect Grateful
Dead fans, becoming a unique music and culture magazine, the
only remaining publication of its kind. Targeting a loyal
readership, Relix spans generations.

RELIX: The Book is a collection of material from the first 30
years of the magazine. As the book unfolds, so does the story
of the most colorful band and subsequent culture in history—the
Grateful Dead and the Deadheads. The long strange trip is told
through editorials, interviews, articles, art, comix and photos,
with long-time owner and publisher Toni Brown weaving the
story together with an informative narrative.

The current Jamband evolution was born in the pages of Relix.
As Phish, Blues Traveler, Gov’t Mule, Widespread Panic, Dave
Matthews Band, String Cheese Incident and many others took
their places alongside veteran artists like the Grateful Dead,
Allman Brothers and Hot Tuna, the music scene grew to

encompass not only the classic rock-era baby boomers, but their children and grandchildren. Today’s
Jambands number in the thousands, and Deadheads are alive and well, supporting a very active number of
Dead tribute bands and ventures featuring members of the Dead. Those fans number in the millions! The
festival phenomenon would not exist without the Relix connection.

RELIX: The Book serves to chronicle the early history of this 35-year-old-publication, bringing full-circle the
world it helped create.

About The Author
Toni Brown provided a valid niche for the Grateful Dead during her twenty-plus years as publisher of Relix
Magazine, a Deadhead bible and birthplace of the Jamband music scene. From 1979-2001, she supported
hundreds of up-and-coming bands, providing the most direct marketplace for musicians to reach their fans.

In 1995, Toni released her debut CD, Blue Morning, featuring the David Nelson Band and Hot Tuna’s Jorma
Kaukonen, Michael Falzarano and Harvey Sorgen. Surrounded by a vast trove of musical talent, Toni made
her way into the performance circle, touring internationally. Her second album, Dare To Dream, featured The
Toni Brown Band, along with Vassar Clements and Flying Burrito Brother John Beland.

Referred to by fans as “Patsy Cline on acid” and the “psychedelic Sheryl Crow,” Toni Brown spent the past
fifteen years weaving an ethereal musical tapestry. The Toni Brown Band was a staple on the club and
festival circuit for over a decade, and Toni has toured with the Grateful Dead’s Tom Constanten, Vince
Welnick and Donna Jean, performed with Leftover Salmon’s Vince Hermann, used her band to back up Merl
Saunders and Vassar Clements, and played with everyone from Phish to Blues Traveler, Hot Tuna, the New
Riders of the Purple Sage, Flying Burrito Brothers, John Cipollina, and dozens of other notables from the
classic, jam, psychedelic, blues, folk and country rock genres.

Most recently joined by guitarist/songwriter Ed Munson, Toni has completed State of Mind, her fourth CD, and
is touring in support of RELIX: The Book—The Grateful Dead Experience.

Buy Relix: The Book – Music for the Mind  now!
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Author: El Bicho
Nov 26, 2009

While it will only be of interest to Deadheads and like-minded folk, 
Relix, the Book is an impressive testament to the devotion and 
community created by fans of the Grateful Dead. Their relationship 
with the band, the music, and each other helped create a different 
business model many new bands now use.

Because of the Grateful Dead's acceptance and encouragement of 
not-for-profit bootleggers, Les Kippel founded the First Free 
Underground Grateful Dead Tape Exchange where fans traded concerts. 
After he was featured in a Rolling Stone article entitled " Mr. Tapes 
of Brooklyn," Kippel was overwhelmed by the demand, so in 1974 he 
started a newsletter entitled Dead Relix featuring news about the 
band and info about trading bootlegs. Since then, Relix has expanded 
operations. The newsletter is now a magazine with an online presence 
and there is also a music label.

Compiler Toni Brown went to her first Dead show in 1969, in the late 
'70s she met Kippel, whom she later married, and worked for the 
magazine and related businesses. She provides notes of additional 
information throughout the book.

The newsletter started out with articles and crude drawings. They 
gained access to the band and other musicians and began running 
interviews. A 1975 letter from Dick Latvala is featured, who 
Deadheads will know as the man behind Dick's Picks.

Relix covered other bands from the San Francisco scene such as 
Jefferson Airplane and Dan Hicks and readers didn't seem to mind. In 
1978, editor Jerry Moore left and Jeff Tamarkin came in. Tamarkin 
widened the music covered to artists like Bruce Springsteen, Stevie 
Ray Vaughn and the Cars. In 1982, Tamarkin moved on and Brown took over.

After back-to-back covers featuring Ozzy Osbourne and Joan Jett, 
readers revolted and the magazine returned to their roots. I really 
would have loved to have seen those letters included here and think 
it was a mistake omitting them.

In 1989, The Grateful Dead went mainstream with their only hit single 
"Touch of Grey." That same year, Mick Skidmore gave the first review 
of an unreleased copy of Junta by Phish, one of the first bands to 
succeed following the Dead's business model. There's also a very good 
article about the burgeoning online experience with Deadheads on 
bulletin boards.
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The magazine also covered the low lights the Deadhead experienced 
,evident in the article about the thousands who rioted at a show at 
the Deer Creek Music Center in Noblesville, Indiana, and of course, 
the devastating loss of Jerry Garcia in 1995. The remaining band 
members soldiered on with the Furthur Festival and solo projects and 
the fans followed, although without the same intensity.

Relix, the Book serves as a very good document for those who want to 
relive their Dead fandom and for those who missed out and want to see 
"what a long, strange trip" it was.

.

Posted by the radman at 1:16 PM 
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RELIX - The Book
Compiled by Toni Brown with Lee Abraham
reviewed by Hammond Guthrie
# ISBN-10: 0879309865

# ISBN-13: 978-0879309862

Jamming with Relix The Book
 I first experienced what would eventually be
called "Jam Band" music when I attended one
of Ken Kesey's Acid Tests in 1965. In order to
get into the place you had to first walk literally
through the Acid Test band then playing a
warped rendition of Wilson Pickett's "Midnight
Hour." The first person I locked eyes with was
Jerry Garcia, lead guitarist of the then nascent
Grateful Dead [nee: The Warlocks], who went
right on playing "Midnight Hour" for the next two
and half hours! Later I would listen to this same
band of misfits hammering away at an
electrified "Viola Lee Blues" from a truck bed in
Panhandle Park in the Haight Ashbury district,
yet rather oddly, I did not then, nor do I now,
think of myself as a actual "Deadhead." To me

the Dead were the City's "house band," infinitely reliable and creative. Reliable in the
sense that you could count on them to be an hour or two late to the gig, and then
spend the next 20-30 min. tuning their guitars onstage before launching into (e.g.) a
mind-blowing sixty minute version of their improvisational epic "Cryptical Envelopment."
If I was any sort of "head" musically in those days I usually turned to the Quicksilver
Messenger Service when it came to getting a good dose of psychedelic music. John
Cipollina and the QMS took the early stages of the "extended jam," and their
enraptured fans to aural spaces even a good dose of LSD couldn't reach.

In those days I was an aspiring writer and artist living in the City, a bit of a rouser at
times, and when the bumper stickers began screaming that I should "Love It [the USA]
Or Leave It!" I bought a one way ticket to London and split for the greater unknown.
When finally I returned some nine years later the Vietnam war was over, Jimmy Carter
was in the White House and to my great surprise there was a glossy magazine on the
racks devoted to the bands and the music that had created the essential if not cellular
sound track for my younger life. Needless to say I became a devoted fan of RELIX
magazine, which I would later learn was initially founded when Les Kippel started it in
1974 as a communication tool for tapers. The interviews alone (Robert Hunter, Ned

http://www.addthis.com/bookmark.php?v=250&pub=xa-4a89e8b3569fc1f2
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0879309865?ie=UTF8&tag=quantawebde0e-20&linkCode=as2&camp=1789&creative=390957&creativeASIN=0879309865
http://www.emptymirrorbooks.com/
http://www.emptymirrorbooks.com/publishing/publish-promote.html
http://www.emptymirrorbooks.com/beat/
http://www.emptymirrorbooks.com/features/
http://www.emptymirrorbooks.com/books/
http://twitter.com/emptymirror
http://www.emptymirrorbooks.com/books/
http://www.emptymirrorbooks.com/emb/order.html
http://www.emptymirrorbooks.com/publishing/publish-promote.html#websites
http://www.emptymirrorbooks.com/beat/
http://www.emptymirrorbooks.com/beat/
http://www.emptymirrorbooks.com/features/
http://www.emptymirrorbooks.com/keenan/
http://www.emptymirrorbooks.com/news.html
http://www.emptymirrorbooks.com/resources.html
http://www.emptymirrorbooks.com/publishing/
http://www.emptymirrorbooks.com/collecting/
http://www.emptymirrorbooks.com/emb/about.html
http://www.emptymirrorbooks.com/emb/02.html
http://www.emptymirrorbooks.com/publishing/publishing.html
http://www.addthis.com/bookmark.php?v=250&pub=xa-4a89e8b3569fc1f2


Review: RELIX The Book by Toni Brown - Purchase discounted

http://www.emptymirrorbooks.com/features/relix-book.html[12/18/2009 3:10:36 PM]

 

 

 

 

Lagin, Dan Healy, Tom Constanten and of course, the Dead), were priceless gems of
insight and nostalgia regarding how this music was being created, and equally so if not
more importantly, how it was being recorded. The evolution of recording techniques as
well as the music itself had moved light years from where it had been just nine years
prior, and I was fascinated, if not enlightened by what I found in the pages of RELIX.

As fascinated and intrigued as you may well be reading "RELIX The Book," Toni Brown
and Lee Abraham's exceptional collection of in depth interviews, insightful articles
(highlights include: "R. Crumb," "Willie Dixon - Blues Giant," and "The Beat Road Never
Ends" regarding Neal Cassady, hero of Kerouac's "On The Road" and one of the most
original Pranksters), along with engaging photographs and letters documenting and
finally representing this wonderfully experimental time in the history of rock and roll.

"RELIX - The Book" is a wonderful addition to any collection.

Buy the Book!
Signed copies are available at www.tonibrownband.com, [$29.99 + $4.95 shipping].
Includes a FREE copy of the CD, "State Of Mind" from the Toni Brown Band.

You can also buy the book at a discount at Amazon.com .

Relix
Compiled by Toni B...

Best Price $8.66 
or Buy New $19.79

Privacy Information

Relix Magazine
Relix Magazine Inc...

Best Price $19.95 
or Buy New $19.95

Privacy Information

Grateful Dead Scrapbook
Ben Fong-Torres

Best Price $20.00 
or Buy New $26.40

Privacy Information

Dark Star
Robert  Greenfield
Best Price $5.99 

or Buy New $10.79

Privacy Information

Growing Up Dead
Peter Conners

Best Price $1.85 
or Buy New $10.17

Privacy Information

Bob Dylan
Seth Rogovoy

Best Price $13.00 
or Buy New $17.16

Privacy Information

About Hammond Guthrie
Hammond Guthrie is the author of "AsEverWas..Memoirs
of a Beat Survivor" and archivist for The 3rd Page: A
Journal of Ongrowing Natures.
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